Possible urban-rural difference in habitus of school children in Sendai.
Right after a large-scale merge involving 2 cities and 2 towns in 1987-1988 to form an enlarged city of Sendai, the body habitus of school children (in the 6th year-grade in primary schools and 3rd year-grade in junior high schools) were compared among the 4 regions (called by the pre-merge names of Akiu, Izumi, Miyagi and Sendai). The analysis showed that primary school boys in Sendai are taller and heavier than the boys in Izumi, and Izumi boys are heavier than Akiu boys. In junior high schools, Izumi girls are taller than Sendai girls with smaller Rohrer's and Quetlet's index. The observation indicates that the difference in body habitus is present in agreement with variation in the extent of urbanization in the regions.